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financial resources in professional sports in Iran.

Method: The present research is descriptive-correlation in terms of type and applied in
terms of purpose, which was conducted in the form of a survey. The statistical
population of this research included all managers and board members of sports
federations and clubs and members of the club's economic and marketing group with
several years of experience. The statistical sample was estimated based on the sufficient
number for modeling in PLS software (388 people). The researcher-made questionnaire
(taken from the qualitative phase) was used. Due to the non-normality of the distribution
of most of the research variables (the results of the Kolmogorov-Smirnov test), Smart
PLS version 4 software was used to model and measure the multiple relationships of the
research variables. All hypotheses have been tested at p=0.05 level.

Results : Based on the path analysis, it was found that commercialization and marketing
directly have a positive and significant effect on the development of financial resources
of Iran's professional sports. Also, the results showed that the dimension of
entrepreneurship, governance and the structure of professional sports on the
development of financial resources. Iran's professional sports are meaningful. Also, the
effect of major challenges on its consequences was significant. This study tried to
provide a model for the development of financial resources in professional sports in
Iran; which can highlight the dimensions of the development of its financial resources
and help to improve financial performance in Iran's professional sports.

conclusion: Therefore, it can be said that the development of small-scale financial
resources can bring public attention and economic benefits to sports clubs and
encourage more people to join the club and thus lead to long-term economic benefits in
the club. to exercise.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Today, sports clubs have various motivations to earn profit, under the influence of the club's competitive
views (Chadwick 2022) and based on the principles of free market capitalism; Also, in order to develop
financial resources, sports clubs and federations need to function like an economic enterprise (Shojaei et al.
2021). The importance of financial issues for sports clubs doubles during epidemics, such as Kovid-19,
which causes financial losses and damages to the commercial sector of sports clubs (Panel et al., 2021). .
These financial damages on the bodies of sports clubs and federations highlighted the need to change their
structure and strategic plans in order to achieve the development of financial resources. According to the
mentioned cases and technological, social, political and environmental changes, one of the main challenges
of sports club management is the challenge of sustaining resources in order to maintain the competitive
advantage of Cansino et al., 2018). Considering the limited financial resources of Iranian sports clubs and
federations, in order to achieve the development of financial resources through sports, sports clubs and
federations should start business related to professional sports through entrepreneurship. Fajardo et al. 2021)
to develop so that they can generate employment (Maamari et al. 2020) and have various financial incomes
for them and cause economic prosperity and as a result the development of financial resources. These cases
highlight the need to pay attention to the development of financial resources through entrepreneurship and
job creation.

Methods

The current research is applied in terms of purpose and descriptive-survey in terms of nature; which has been
done in the field. The statistical population of this research is all managers and members of the board of
directors of federations (football, basketball, volleyball, handball, athletics, wrestling and weight-lifting) and
sports clubs (Zob Ahan lIsfahan, Gitti Pasand Isfahan, Mes Rafsanjan, Folad Khuzestan, Nod Urmia,
Havadar, Pikan, etc.) and members of the economic and marketing group formed the club with several years
of experience. The statistical sample was estimated to be 10 to 20 times the dimensions drawn in the
conceptual model based on the sufficient number for modeling in PLS software (140 people). The minimum
size of the statistical sample is determined in a sufficient number based on the number of 14 hidden variables
of 140 people, in other words, 10 people are selected as a statistical sample for each hidden variable
(Nazarian et al. 2023).

Results

The research findings were examined and analyzed in two descriptive and inferential sections. In the
descriptive part, some demographic characteristics of the research subjects are shown. In table (1), the
frequency and percentage of gender, education, occupation, experience and age of the research samples are
given separately. The results of the Kolmogorov-Smirnov test showed that the significance level of all
components is less than a =0.05, so the distribution of all data is non-normal (Table 2). As a result, structural
equation model method using PLS software was used to check the relationship of statistical hypotheses. to be

Conclusion
Finally, it is suggested to the country's sports officials to help the development of sports clubs' financial
resources by changing the ownership of football clubs from public to private. It is also suggested to help
sports clubs in the field of sports club management by offering sports clubs shares to powerful shareholders.
The framework presented in this research also has limitations like any research. First, this research has
focused on the development of financial resources, which is a dimension of financial management in
professional sports. Therefore, our suggestion is to present the financial issues and challenges of sports clubs
in a qualitative study in future research. Second, in this research, the dimensions obtained in the field of
development of financial resources were provided through a qualitative study that was the result of the
experiences of managers and members of the federation and sports clubs; In other words, the findings of this
research were based on the opinion of the respondents, and we did not have access to the financial
performance of sports federations and clubs; Therefore, it is suggested that in the next researches, using the
financial and administrative documents of federations and sports clubs, the degree of alignment of business
plans of federations and sports clubs in line with the development of financial resources should be measured.

Keywords: Financial resources, job creation, financial support, management stability, financial platforms.
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