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information in the follow-up and prevention of these issues. The purpose of this research is to identify
the reasons for denying abuse and the consequences of abuse in sports.
Methods: Using the qualitative method, data were collected through semi-structured interviews. The
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abuse, sports. In order to analyze the data, the theme analysis method was used.
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socio-cultural problems, maintaining organizational credibility, difficult follow-up, threats to follow
up, fear of scandal, rejection from the family and Character weakness.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Abuse can occur in any environment where athletes are present or engaged in activities. In this context, athletes
may be victimized by acquaintances, coaches, teammates, sports officials, and those involved in sports.
Therefore, to clarify the situation regarding the denial of abuse in Iran, this study aims to address the denial of
abuse in Iranian society across various sports and levels. The goal is to gather first-hand information on this
issue in Iran, as the abuse of athletes is a widespread problem globally with severe consequences. This issue
jeopardizes the mental and physical well-being of athletes and leads to widespread violations of the rights of
this segment of the human community. Consequently, many researchers and psychologists have highlighted
the roles of gender and the type of socialization in examining the causes of this phenomenon. This unfortunate
occurrence has grown to the extent that this blatant violation of human rights is observed throughout the world
of sports. A significant and fundamental issue in this context is the increasing violence and sexual crimes
against athletes. One of the reasons for the occurrence and repetition of abuse and violence in sports is the
denial of this issue, which allows the underlying causes of harassment to persist and for these behaviors to
continue unchecked. Given the impact of this issue on the health of sports, the authors of this article aim to
identify the causes of denial and the consequences of denying abuse in sports.

Methods

This research is exploratory in nature and aims to expand knowledge and understanding of the factors
influencing the denial of abuse in sports and its consequences. In this study, a purposeful sampling method
using snowball sampling technique was employed. Interviews continued until theoretical saturation and
sufficiency were reached. The criteria for selecting participants included individuals familiar with sports
management, those with research experience in the field of abuse in sports, individuals with practical and
managerial experience regarding abuse in sports, and finally, experts in the fields of law and sociology. To
analyze qualitative data, the thematic analysis method developed by Braun and Clarke (2006) was utilized. In
this study, to ensure the validity of the generated information, a control and review method was used involving
experts and researchers for the validation of categories and their classification. Ultimately, three specialists
were asked to provide their expert opinions regarding the main and sub-themes. Through these measures, the
credibility of the information produced in this research was confirmed.

Results

To conduct thematic analysis and content analysis of the interviews, each interview was first transcribed from
the recorded audio of the session and supplemented with notes taken during the interviews. After a careful
review of these texts, all independent ideas in each of the conducted interviews were initially identified in the
form of concepts and preliminary codes. The findings of this research show that the reasons for denying abuse
in sports include socio-cultural problems, maintaining organizational credibility, difficult follow-up, threats to
follow up, fear of scandal, rejection from the family and Character weakness.

Conclusion

While there are various factors that influence delays in reporting or silence, it is essential to use thoughtful
methods to prevent denial and its consequences. Given the difficulties in taking the first step towards
disclosure, it is important to create an environment conducive to sharing information and to avoid any form of
judgment or punishment. These centers could be established within federations and national Olympic
committees. It is crucial to recognize that victims experience feelings of shame, guilt, and fear. Therefore,
active and empathetic listening, as well as creating an environment for psychological and emotional support
for the athlete, is very important. Athletes need to feel secure to discuss the events that have occurred, and
establishing an effective whistleblower protection system is essential. Establishing an online system that
ensures confidentiality could also be beneficial in this context. The use of trusted and compassionate
individuals in sports organizations can positively impact the discussion of these issues. Raising awareness
among athletes, their families, and stakeholders through training sessions conducted by federations and
educational institutions is another important approach. Additionally, it is recommended that independent
research examine the cultural and social factors involved in the formation and denial of abuse in sports in a
comparative manner. It is important to note that discussing such issues remains a taboo in Iran, making the
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creation of a safe space for athletes to report abuse vital. The sooner these issues are addressed, the easier it
will be to prevent, treat, and rehabilitate affected individuals while maintaining the organization's integrity.
Therefore, it is crucial to implement effective strategies to prevent denial and mitigate its further consequences.
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