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strategic components of sports diplomacy in the international relations between
Iran and the Arab region of the Persian Gulf (a study of Oman and Bahrain).

Methods: The current research is a type of mixed research and has two qualitative
and quantitative parts. In the qualitative part, interviews were conducted with
experts (16 experts) in the field of sports and politics, and the strategic
components of sports diplomacy in facilitating relations were extracted with the
technique of theme analysis. 70 codes for strategic components were extracted
from the interview. In order to check and verify the coding process, Lavshe's
validity and experts' opinions were used, which was confirmed according to CVR
and CVI values.
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Results: The output of the results of this section classified 70 codes extracted
from the qualitative section into 14 main components, and in the second stage,
the classification of these components into 4 main groups, including the causal
conditions (drivers) of sports diplomacy at the international level soft sports
strategies (use of human resources in sports); Hard sports strategies (fundamental
structural changes in sports) and constructive and positive consequences of sports
diplomacy.

Conclusion: According to the obtained results, it can be stated that sports
diplomacy can be placed in a more general division, i.e. public and cultural
diplomacy. In the age of globalization, the influence of cultural elements on
relations between governments has increased greatly, and public and cultural
diplomacy in general and sports diplomacy in particular are attracting more
attention.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Sports diplomacy is a strategic strategy for a government to reach intellectual, cultural, etc. agreements.
Therefore, it is important to identify and categorize its components, especially with Iran's neighbor. Therefore,
the aim of the current research is to identify and categorize the components of sports diplomacy in the
international communication channels between Iran and the Persian Gulf region (the study is Oman and
Bahrain).

Methods

The current research is a type of mixed research and has two qualitative and quantitative parts. In the qualitative
part, interviews were conducted with experts (16 experts) in the field of sports and politics, and the strategic
components of sports diplomacy in facilitating relations were extracted with the technique of theme analysis.
70 codes for strategic components were extracted from the interview. In order to check and confirm the coding
process, Lavshe's validity and experts' opinions were used, which was confirmed according to CVR and CVI
values. In the quantitative section, using the output components of the qualitative section, a questionnaire was
designed and distributed among the activists in the field of sports and politics in the country. Due to the
unknown sample size in this section and according to Cochran's formula, a minimum sample size of 384 people
was determined, which was collected and used for exploratory factor analysis. The reliability of the quantitative
part was evaluated using composite reliability indices and Cronbach's alpha, and its validity was evaluated
using extracted variance (convergent validity). In a small part, exploratory factor analysis techniques were
used in SPSS software.

Results

The output of the results of this section classified 70 codes extracted from the qualitative section into 14 main
components, and in the second stage, the classification of these components into 4 main groups, including the
causal conditions (drivers) of sports diplomacy at the international level; soft sports strategies (use of human
resources in sports); Hard sports strategies (fundamental structural changes in sports) and constructive and
positive consequences of sports diplomacy.

Conclusion

Using the functions of sports for the development of public cultural diplomacy and appropriate capacity
building in the target countries is related to the policies and the macro plan of the governments. Based on this,
the aim of this research is to develop a strategic model of sports diplomacy in facilitating Iran's international
relations with the Arab countries of Oman and Bahrain (Persian Gulf region). In the context of the results of
this research, it can be stated that the causal conditions (drivers) of sports diplomacy at the international level
include four components of economic drivers at the international level; cultural drivers at the international
level; Technological drivers at the international level and political drivers at the international level are in the
model designed as the foundation of the model and have an effect on the rest of the components. In line with
the cultural drivers of sports diplomacy, it can be said that having a large, strategic and comprehensive
program, long-term cultural policies, a clear strategy in the field of sports and international relations, has
opened clear horizons for the society and paved the way for all-round growth and progress for the society.

Keywords: Diplomacy of Oman and Bahrain, Facilitation of international relations, Hard sports strategies,
Soft sports strategies, Sports diplomacy
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