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Introduction: The aim of the current research was to identify and stratify the factors
that make up the collective memory of Iranian football.

Methods: The research was mixed in terms of practical purpose, in terms of
exploratory nature, and in terms of execution method, which was carried out as a
descriptive survey. The statistical population of the research included veterans of the
country's football, experienced national coaches, university professors, researchers in
the field of football and experienced football managers. The criteria of the interviewees
were first of all complete expertise in football and the historical events of the country's
football, and also football managers had management experience of more than 10 years
and have full knowledge of the current football issues. In the qualitative part, the
purposeful sampling method was used, and a total of 17 interviews were conducted.
The data obtained from the interviews were analyzed with thematic analysis technique.
In the quantitative part, using Excel software, an interpretive structural questionnaire
was analyzed and factors were ranked and prioritized.

Results: According to the analysis of the interviews through open coding; A number
of 73 open codes were discovered and marked in the texts of the interviews, the desired
codes were converted into 17 sub-themes and the sub-themes were classified into 6
main themes based on semantic similarity. Also, according to the leveling of the factors
that make up the collective memory of Iranian football, it was found that the dimensions
are in four levels. At the first and lowest level, there were two components of lived
experiences and consequences. On the second level, there was a component of places;
In the third level, there were two components of media and events, and in the last level
and the most important level in terms of influence, there were prominent characters.

Conclusion: In a general conclusion, it should be mentioned that Iranian football has a
good collective memory and football fans have many memories of Iranian football in
their minds, and Iranian national football has strong roots.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

A crucial aspect of identity systems is how individuals within a group perceive and interpret their past, known
as collective memory. This collective memory reflects the epistemological framework of a group shaped by
shared experiences. Members of a social group understand their world through a collective lens formed by
their common context. Historical memory, intimately linked to oral history, encompasses individual as well as
group memories. Unlike individual recollections, historical memory focuses on the construction and formation
of shared experiences across societies and groups. It is the collective representation of past events that shapes
agroup's identity, current circumstances, and future outlook. Social groups reconstruct their pasts to align with
contemporary needs, influencing how individual members—defined by generation, nation, ethnicity, or
religion—interpret history. Essentially, historical memory involves processes of remembering and forgetting
that foster cultural and intellectual unity among group members, enhancing their social bonds. Collective
memory plays a significant role in shaping collective identity, particularly within new social movements,
where sport is particularly prominent. The desire to preserve and defend this identity often prompts collective
actions that reference more or less institutionalized histories and memories. The preservation, interpretation,
and representation of memory are intrinsically linked to power dynamics. New social movements frequently
revive histories that have been forgotten or marginalized due to institutional pressures. Through their
communicative memory and alternative historical perspectives, these movements act as “memory
entrepreneurs” or “memory agents,” challenging institutionalized narratives or bringing overlooked memories
to light. Consequently, memory is not uncontested, and sports—especially football—serve as a vital arena for
the expression and negotiation of collective memory.

Football has become a platform for creating symbolic collective images of history. Research on collective
memory in football and sport generally focuses on two areas. First, scholars have explored the connections
between public, social, cultural, and political history and football, examining how football events relate to
nation-state histories, European identities, and memories of wars or public disasters. Second, the role of
collective memory is often confined within the realm of sport, highlighting the commemoration of specific
events, national playing styles, notable performances, and sporting heroes. Additionally, logos representing
club identity, along with aesthetics, emotional experiences, and memories of conflicts with authorities,
contribute to both individual and collective memory. Thus, collective memory reinforces solidarity,
community, and the social identity of support groups through shared narratives of the past.

Recent research indicates that various aspects of collective memory—ranging from sociocultural assets to
abstract forms of relational memory rooted in nostalgia and shared experiences—are vital tools for civic
engagement and activism among football fans. The value and approach to collective memory are shaped by
transnational patterns among fans and their multifaceted identities, which have developed not only in relation
to specific football clubs but also around a shared understanding of football that transcends borders. In Iran,
the study of collective memory currently emphasizes history, media, and identity, focusing more on the
mechanisms of production rather than on cultural memory itself. Nevertheless, national football is one of the
most popular and nostalgic sports in the country. Given the significant events and milestones in the history of
Iranian football that resonate in the public consciousness, examining the concept of collective memory in this
context is essential. Therefore, the present study seeks to identify the elements that constitute the collective
memory of Iranian football.

Methods

This research falls into the applied category in terms of purpose, is exploratory in nature, and employs a mixed-
methods approach (quantitative and qualitative) for implementation. It was conducted in two phases. In the
first phase, interviews with experts—including veteran football players, experienced national coaches,
university professors, researchers, and seasoned managers—were conducted to identify the factors constituting
the collective memory of the country's football. Interviewees were selected based on their expertise in football
and historical events, as well as their managerial experience and knowledge of current issues in Iranian sports,
particularly football. The identified elements were then prioritized using the interpretive structural model
(ISM). Purposive sampling was employed, and interviews continued until theoretical saturation was achieved,
resulting in a total of 17 interviews. In the second phase, to complete the interpretive structural questionnaire,
the research targeted professors and researchers in the sociology of sport and football, who were also selected
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purposefully. This questionnaire was completed by 11 individuals, and the responses were analyzed using
interpretive structural modeling.

Results

To conduct qualitative analyses, a general understanding of the phrases and concepts in the interview texts was
first achieved through multiple readings. This was followed by open coding, resulting in the identification of
73 open codes, which were then condensed into 17 sub-themes. These sub-themes were classified into 6 main
themes based on semantic similarity, with each theme addressing a specific topic or area. Notably, both
observable aspects of the text and its underlying content were considered during the classification process. The
main themes included characters, events, places, media, lived experiences, and consequences. The results of
the interpretive structural model revealed that the factors constituting the collective memory of Iranian football
are organized into four levels. The first, or lowest, level includes lived experiences and consequences. The
second level comprises places, while the third level consists of media and events. The fourth and most
influential level features prominent personalities.

Conclusion

The elements constituting the collective memory of Iranian football are organized into four levels. At the most
significant level are personalities, which is logical since they are the key components of individual memories.
Without these figures—players, coaches, reporters, and others—no memories would persist in the minds of
fans, as they are the main actors in all events. The absence of players means that special events do not occur,
the media neglects sports, role models are not sought, and personal brands lack fans. Thus, it is justified that
personalities are the most important element of Iranian football's collective memory.

At the third level of the interpretive structural model are media and events. This finding is supported by the
notion that memories cannot be created or solidified without media. For instance, while the memories of the
Persepolis-Esteghbal derby have been discussed for years, a lack of film or photos means they are not widely
remembered, affecting only those who were present. Therefore, the media plays a crucial role in shaping the
collective memory of Iranian football. Events are also significant; players at the previous level create events,
whether through games, competitions, or notable occurrences. These events are well-engraved in the audience's
minds, justifying their higher placement in the model.

The second level features the component of places. Places resonate more with those who were physically
present at events, which is why they are ranked lower; they cannot fully capture the experiences of individuals
at Azadi, Amjadiyeh, or Takhti Stadiums. At the first level, with the least influence, are the components of
consequences and lived experiences. These elements play an indirect role in the collective memory of Iranian
football and occasionally have ideological significance, explaining their lower degree of influence compared
to others. In conclusion, Iranian football possesses a rich collective memory, with fans holding numerous
memories that indicate a strong identification that can be leveraged to achieve various goals.

Keywords: Collective memory, football celebrities, Iranian football history, lived experiences, prominent
characters.
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