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economic, social and cultural goals of society. Therefore, identifying the factors affecting
the development of each sport is an important issue for the development of sports and its
impact on society.

Methods: This research was conducted with the aim of identifying the key drivers for the
development of handball in Iran. The current research method is qualitative and
exploratory research, and in terms of its purpose, it is considered as part of applied
research. The participants in this research included experts and experienced people in the
field of sports management, managers of the Ministry of Sports, sports federations, the
National Olympic and Paralympic Committee, and handball athletes and coaches, and the
purposeful sampling method was used in the research. To collect information, in-depth
and semi-structured interviews were conducted with the participants and theoretical
saturation was achieved with 17 interviews.

Results: The results of the research show that the key drivers of the development of
handball in Iran consist of five main categories, which include human factors, educational
management and development, macro environmental factors, development of
championship sports and development of public sports.

Conclusion: Understanding the key drivers of Iran's handball development can help
formulate plans and strategiesto facilitate development conditions. Therefore, key results
and drivers presented to senior managers can be of great help in the comprehensive
development of handball in the future.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Handball is one of the country's important and competitive sports, the development of which can help create a
healthy and athletic society. Over the past years, handball has taken a step towards development by forming
national men's and women's teams and holding and participating in championships at various national and
international levels. However, like other sports, long-term and strategic planning seems necessary for further
progress and development at various levels, and this is why, by considering time periods and setting long-term
plans within the horizon of these time periods, there is an attempt to systematize development in order to
achieve the goals of the Handball Federation. Handball Federation officials should be aware of the factors
affecting the future of this sport so that they can identify the environmental factors and consider their impact
on the organization and how the organization interacts with them in the long term through forward-looking
and environmentally-oriented planning. Therefore, in order to understand the current realities and clarify the
real path to achieving the desired situation in the country's handball, this study aims to outline the situation of
Iranian handball and determine what the key drivers are in the development of Iranian handball in the horizon
of 1412.

Methods

This research was conducted with the aim of identifying the key drivers for the development of handball in
Iran. The current research method is qualitative and exploratory research, and in terms of its purpose, it is
considered as part of applied research. The participants in this research included experts and experienced
people in the field of sports management, managers of the Ministry of Sports, sports federations, the National
Olympic and Paralympic Committee, and handball athletes and coaches, and the purposeful sampling method
was used in the research. To collect information, in-depth and semi-structured interviews were conducted with
the participants and theoretical saturation was achieved with 17 interviews.

Results

The results of the research show that the key drivers of the development of handball in Iran consist of five
main categories, which include human factors, educational management and development, macro
environmental factors, development of championship sports and development of public sports. The key drivers
of Iranian handball development consist of sixteen subcategories, including: cultivating competent individuals,
talent management, effective education, connection with universities and scientific centers, capital attraction,
planning and organization, improving the economic situation, technological development, socio-cultural
factors, sports diplomacy, supporting championship sports, improving the conditions of national teams, a
structured and competitive league, appropriate facilities and equipment, and the popularization of handball.

Conclusion

Understanding the key drivers of Iran's handball development can help formulate plans and strategies to
facilitate development conditions. Therefore, key results and drivers presented to senior managers can be of
great help in the comprehensive development of handball in the future. Therefore, according to the research
results, there is a need to pay more attention to the drivers of human factors, educational management and
development, macro-environmental factors, the development of championship sports, and the development of
public sports, and to carry out appropriate planning in these areas.

Keywords: Future studies, sports development, sports policy, Professional sports, Handball.
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