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Abstract

The aim of this research was to identify factors affecting success of the basketball coaches. To conduct this
gualitative research, which was exploratory in nature, the theory of Strauss and Corbin (1998) was used. The
participants (n=28) in this study were all experts (coaches, national team players, basketball experts and
executive officials) were selected through purposive sampling until reaching saturation of data. Analysis of
the data involved three-phase coding, while the Evaluative Criteria of Lincoln and Guba (1985) consisting of
“Credibility,” “Transferability,” "Dependability,” and ‘Confirmability,” was used for the reliability and
generalization purposes. The initial coding of the research findings yielded 92 codes (concepts) with 302
frequencies. This is while, the axial coding presented 23 sub-categories and eventually five major categories
(‘The Leadership and Managerial Capabilities,” *Personality Features,” ‘Experience and Track Record of
the Coach,” and ‘The Cultural and Moral Features of the Coach’) emerged as a result of selective coding.
Regarding the research findings, those interested in basketball coaching and the coaches, who wish to get
promoted in the field, are suggested to care for personal growth and try to upgrade their capabilities and
potential in the afore-mentioned areas. Furthermore, since coaching is a profession like teaching, which deals
with educating and training individuals, the federations and even Ministry of Science, Research and
Technology are suggested to set up scientific centers to deal with development of coaches, while putting
specialized courses, being exclusive to any sports branches, in the educational syllabus; then introducing and
referring those, who successfully pass the course, to municipality offices and related organs for practical
courses and give them coaching certificates after graduation.
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