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Abstract

Talent identification in grassroots football is of particular importance as a
foundation for the development of professional players, and identifying the
factors affecting it plays a key role in improving educational and management
programs. The present study used a qualitative approach and content analysis
to identify the factors affecting talent identification in grassroots football. The
statistical population included coaches, experts, and managers of grassroots
football academies who had significant practical and scientific experience in
the field of talent identification. The samples were selected using purposive
sampling to include individuals with knowledge, experience, and a deep
understanding of the talent identification process in the study. Data were
collected through semi-structured interviews and then analyzed using the
Brown and Clark (2006) thematic analysis method. This process included
open coding, identification of sub-themes and main themes. The results
showed that five main themes, individual and family factors, cultural and
social factors, educational and coaching factors, organizational and media
factors, and infrastructure and economic factors, influence talent
identification. The findings indicate that the development of grassroots
football requires a comprehensive and multidimensional view and that
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simultaneous attention to individual, social, educational and organizational
factors can improve the path of talent development and development. These
results can help design effective and sustainable talent identification policies
and programs at the national and club levels.

Extended Abstract

Introduction

Given the large investments of various countries in the field of grassroots
football, the need to develop a scientific and indigenous framework for
identifying and developing football talents in Iran is increasingly felt. Such a
framework should consider a set of technical, physical, psychological, social,
and environmental factors and go beyond one-dimensional approaches.
However, in many existing studies, the identification and analysis of the
interactions between these factors has not been comprehensively and
systematically addressed. This research gap highlights the need for a
comprehensive and qualitative study in this field. The present study uses a
qualitative approach and content analysis to identify and analyze the factors
affecting talent identification in grassroots football. This study, using the
experiences and perspectives of coaches, experts, and managers of grassroots
football academies, attempts to provide a comprehensive picture of the factors
affecting this area and to provide solutions for improving the talent
identification process in grassroots football. This study seeks to answer the
question: What are the factors affecting talent identification in grassroots
football in Iran?

Methods

This research uses a qualitative approach with content analysis to identify in
depth and comprehensively the experiences and perspectives of coaches,
experts, and managers of grassroots football academies on the factors
affecting talent identification. The statistical population includes coaches,
experts, and managers of grassroots football academies who have significant
practical and scientific experience in the field of talent identification. The
number of samples continued until data saturation was reached, and
theoretical saturation was achieved with the participation of 19 people in the
research. Data were collected through semi-structured interviews. In this
research, to ensure the validity and reliability of the data with specific
qualitative research criteria, necessary checks were made, including
acceptability, transferability, and confirmability. To increase acceptability,
participant review methods were used. Data analysis is based on the content
analysis method of Brown and Clark (2006).

Results

After conducting 19 interviews with experts, the results were coded and
categorized after analyzing the interviews obtained from the research samples.
After summarizing, combining, and merging the codes that had common
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semantic and conceptual aspects, a total of 71 (open codes) factors affecting
talent identification in grassroots football were identified, which were
categorized into 15 subcategories and 5 main categories. The results showed
that five main themes, individual and family factors, cultural and social
factors, educational and coaching factors, organizational and media factors,
and infrastructure and economic factors, have an impact on talent
identification.

Conclusion

These findings indicate that success in grassroots football talent identification
requires a comprehensive and simultaneous look at individual, social,
educational, organizational, and infrastructure factors. Talent identification
programs that focus solely on one dimension cannot have optimal efficiency
and some potential talents may be missed. Simultaneous attention to the
individual characteristics of players, family support, cultural environment,
quality education and coaching, effective organization, and appropriate
infrastructure provides a platform for talent to flourish. This research provides
a scientific basis for designing policies, educational programs, and sustainable
development of grassroots football, and offers a clear path for future research
in this area.
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