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Abstract

The present study was conducted with the aim of Analysis of the factors
affecting the phenomenon of financial repression in Iranian professional
football. The research method was of a mixed type (qualitative-quantitative)
and the qualitative part was done in the form of theme analysis. The statistical
population in the qualitative section included people who are aware of the
research subject, and according to the purposeful selection, the number of 12
people was determined as a sample. Also, in the quantitative part of this
research, in addition to the elites in the field of sports management who are
aware of the research topic, some managers of professional football clubs in
Iran were also added to the statistical population. After the investigations, it
was found that the number of these people included 120 people. According to
Morgan's sample size table, 92 people were identified as the research sample.
Finally, after the distribution and collection of the research questionnaires, 81
people cooperated with the current research. The sampling method in the
guantitative part of the research was random. The research tools included
semi-structured interviews and researcher-made questionnaires. The content
validity of this questionnaire was investigated using the opinion of university
professors and its construct validity was investigated using the factor analysis
method. After calculating Cronbach's alpha, the reliability of this
questionnaire was determined to be 0.82. In the qualitative part, specialized
committees were used to check the validity of believability, transferability,
and verifiability, as well as to check the reliability. In order to analyze the
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data, coding and structural equation method were used. All the process of data
analysis was done in SPSS, PLS and MaxQD software. According to the
results, the identified factors were classified into five categories: social
attitudes, media bias, football persuasiveness, political approaches and
management processes. The results showed that the phenomenon of financial
repression is rooted in five factors: social attitudes, media bias, football
persuasiveness, political approaches, and management processes, among
which social attitudes have a higher priority. In practice, confronting this
phenomenon requires intervention at the level of public attitude formation
through national media, reforming the intra-organizational governance of
clubs, and creating transparency in financial decision-making processes.

1. Introduction

The competitive environment in today's world has caused financial aspects to
be considered as one of the important concerns. Today, financial issues are
one of the important dimensions in sports that play a key role in the
development and excellence of sports. In a way, problems arising from
financial issues are one of the crises and tensions in sports. Paying attention
to financial issues in sports can include the path of growth and development
of sports and consider the infrastructure of sports development. On the one
hand, in professional sports, financial issues are considered more important
than ever. In a way, sports and financial issues have a two-way relationship.
For this reason, professional sports cause the formation of extensive financial
resources in the pillars of sports and pour many resources into this sector. On
the other hand, in professional sports, problems related to financial resources
have caused serious crises in sports. In a way, in many environments;
problems related to financial issues; It has caused tensions in this area.
Although the phenomenon of financial repression is understood as an
important issue, the lack of studies on this issue in Iranian professional
football has caused there to be no evidence in this regard today. The research
gap in this area has caused harm in this area from both scientific and practical
perspectives. From a scientific perspective, this research gap has caused there
to be no evidence in this area. On the other hand, from a practical perspective;
this research gap has caused solutions to be created in the management and
control of financial repression in Iranian professional football. With this in
mind, the present study was designed and implemented with the aim of
analyzing the phenomenon of financial repression in Iranian professional
football.

2. Methodology

The present study is an applied research type that was conducted in the field.
The present study method was mixed in terms of data collection method,
which was implemented qualitatively-quantitatively. In the qualitative part,
the content analysis method was used. The statistical population of the present
study in the qualitative part included people who were aware of the research
topic. In order to identify these samples, the purposive sampling method was
used. This sampling continued until theoretical saturation was reached, and
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finally 12 people were identified as samples in the qualitative part. In order to
select the samples for the qualitative part, research, executive, and educational
backgrounds were considered as selection criteria. Also, in the gquantitative
part of the present study, in addition to elites in the field of sports management
who were aware of the research topic, some managers of professional Iranian
football clubs nationwide were added to the statistical population. After the
studies, it was determined that the number of these people was 120 people.
According to the Morgan sample size table, 92 people were identified as the
research sample. Finally, after distributing and collecting the research
questionnaires, 81 people participated in the present study. The sampling
method in the quantitative part of the research was random.

3. Results

According to the results, the identified factors were classified into five
categories: social attitudes, media bias, football persuasiveness, political
approaches, and management processes. The results of the present study also
showed that among the identified factors of the phenomenon of financial
repression in Iranian professional football, social attitudes were identified as
the most important factor.

4. Discussion

Financial repression is one of the important human phenomena that has been
seriously considered in all areas, including football. Today, financial
repression is clearly one of the serious concerns in Iranian football, which has
caused serious damage. In such a way that the formation of the phenomenon
of financial repression in Iranian football has caused the distribution justice of
financial resources to not be seriously created and has also caused financial
crises in lIranian football due to the emergence of heavy debts. Although
financial development required the existence of an appropriate technical and
cultural context in football, the phenomenon of financial repression in Iranian
football has caused serious problems regarding the process of economic
development in Iran. This issue has led to the design and implementation of
the present study with the aim of identifying the factors affecting the creation
of the phenomenon of financial repression in Iranian professional football. In
other words, the lack of social practices in Iranian football for the formation
of national unity in football has led to the identification of social attitudes as
an important issue regarding the process of creating the phenomenon of
financial repression in Iranian professional football.

5. Conclusion

According to the results of this study, it is suggested that by creating financial
working groups consisting of all football stakeholders; while reducing internal
tensions, they provide a platform for synergy in the field of financial issues in
professional football in Iran. Also, according to the results of this study, it is
suggested that by creating social capital in Iranian football through the
creation of social groups with common and football goals, as well as the
creation of conflict management systems in football; a platform is created to
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eliminate the phenomenon of financial repression in professional football in
Iran. According to the results of this study, it is suggested that by creating
legal and specific financial intermediaries in football; a platform is created to
direct financial and economic flows under the control of football trustees.

Keywords: financial repression, financial resources, football.
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